Frequently Asked Questions - J.S. Smith
FAQ #5 – What Is Truth?


When asked by Pilate if he was a king, Jesus replied, “'You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears my voice.' 

“Pilate said to him, 'What is truth?'”. 

It was the great philosophical question of the time and since it is the truth that makes men free, the curiosity about truth is no less important today. What is truth? 

Simply, Truth is the redeeming revelation of Almighty God found on the pages of the 66 books in what we call The Bible. From Genesis First to Revelation 22, Jehovah weaves a record of humanity's rise, fall and resurrection. The tree of eternal life, lost in Eden, is regained through Christ in Heaven. Truth is the good news that hope exists, but that it exists not in worldly goods and big bank accounts, but in a humble savior who died for our redemption. 

Truth is pure, but men unwittingly corrupt it by trying to clarify it or amend it. Creeds and catechisms have been written for centuries and the net effect has been a gradual drifting away from truth. While all scripture is inspired of God and all who speak on his behalf should speak only as the oracles of God reveal, many have sought to go beyond the limits of truth to appease their own ambitions and opinions. When we burn all the creeds and go back to the bible, we will find unpolluted, unadulterated truth, the mind of God himself. 

Truth has no contradictions. The catechisms contradict the New Testament. So do the book of Mormon and the imaginations of the Watchtower Society. Truth does not deny the person of Christ. Islam, Buddhism and Confucianism do. 

The bible contains two major divisions, an Old Testament and a New Testament. Both are truth. The Old Testament points to the coming of Christ by means of prophecy and a temporary law of Moses that showed sinful men their need for grace. The New Testament is the perfect law of liberty that lays out the gospel plan of salvation and issues an edict of righteous living and hope for all who submit to it. Truth foresees the return of Christ and a judgment of all mankind. 

1. What Bible character asked the question, “What is truth?” On what occasion? Was he genuinely seeking truth?
Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth,” probably in frustration with going between the Lord and his accusers, who were all Jews, but terribly divided over what was true about his identity.


2. What is true of those who are “of the truth” (John 18:37)? Explain.
Everyone who is of the truth hears the voice of Christ. This means that he listens to Christ and heeds his teaching as a doer of the word (James 1:22-23, John 12:48, Matthew 7:21-27).


3. In our context, what is truth? Is there room in scripture for an “alternate truth” (John 1:17, 14:6)?
Truth is the fact that Jesus Christ is the messiah, the very son of God (Matthew 16:13-16, Acts 8:37). Since Jesus is the truth, there is no room for an alternative.


4. Consider John 17:17. Where is truth to be found today? How was this location of truth created and collected (Second Timothy 3:16, Second Peter 1:21, John 16:13)? What power does Jesus attribute to truth in John 17:17?
Truth is found in God’s word, which has come to man as he moved holy men to speak and write the will of God. Truth has the power to sanctify its believers.


5. Consider John 8:30-32. What potential does Jesus attribute to truth here? How is truth often communicated (Romans 10:14-17 and Ephesians 3:4)?
Truth has the power to set men free from sin and death, as it arrives through preaching and reading scripture.


6. In John 8:31, a condition is placed upon the hearer who would be set free by truth. What is the condition? Explain (First John 2:1-6, Second John 4).
He must abide in truth. This means living obediently. One cannot be set free by truth while persisting in error.


7. List some impediments to the acceptance of truth.
a. Matthew 13:19: lack of understanding
b. Matthew 13:21: tribulation and persecution
c. Matthew 13:22: cares and riches
d. Galatians 1:6-9: false teaching


8. What becomes of those who lack a desire for truth (Second Thessalonians 2:9-12, Romans 2:8-9, Second Timothy 4:3-4)?
God allows them to be deluded by the error they have chosen and they die in condemnation because they took pleasure in unrighteousness.


9. What power is attributed to truth in First Peter 1:22-25? What condition is attached?
Truth has the power to purify souls when it is obeyed.


10. What part of the “Christian’s Armor” illustrates truth? Explain.
Truth girds the waist, that is, it binds everything together securely by means of a firm commitment to the character and will of Christ.
